
 
 

 
MANIFESTO FOR THE RIGHTS OF THE DEAD AND MISSING PERSONS  

AT THE SOUTHERN BORDER AND THOSE OF THEIR FAMILIES 
 
 
The number of people who lose their lives in the migratory journey, from their country of origin 
to Spain, trying to reach Europe through the Southern Border, is of an immeasurable quantity. 
The progressive increase of this reality is confirmed by the data of last year (2021), in which the 
number of people dead or missing on the migration route to Spain is at least 2,126, 24% more 
than the year before1, the highest number since the first case of death was officially registered in 
1988, at Los Lances beach (Tarifa, Cadiz). A total of 12.2082 lives tragically taken, which could 
have been avoided during these more than 30 years. 
 
In this regard, we are aware that current migration policies, based on the externalization and 
militarization of borders, and the absence of legal and safe routes are responsible for the fact 
that not all people who begin their migration projects manage to reach their destination country 
alive. Therefore, there are many families who want to know if their relatives have made it or, on 
the contrary, have died or disappeared in the Mediterranean Sea or in the Atlantic Ocean. 
Families who begin the search for their loved ones encounter too many obstacles and difficulties 
and, on many occasions, the answers depend more on the good will of the people involved in 
these processes than on real and adequate policies and measures to guarantee the rights of the 
deceased and missing persons in the Southern Border and their families.  
 
In the end, this institutional lack of protection and the lack of a framework that addresses 
the transnational dimension leads to violations of essential rights that affect human dignity, 
the post mortem rights of those who have died and the right to know the truth that protects the 
families. This inaction and lack of transparency is a voluntary form of punishment and/or torture 
of families and dehumanization of people who decide, or have no choice, but to start a migratory 
process. 
 
For all these reasons, we ask from the Spanish State the clear defense, before the European 
institutions, of another migratory model, based on rights, and the recognition of legal and safe 
ways to put an end to the suffering, deaths and disappearances in the Southern Border due to the 
current migratory policies. And, urgently and immediately we request to: 

 
 

1 https://apdha.org/media/informe-frontera-sur-2021.pdf 
2 https://www.apdha.org/balance-migratorio-2021/ 
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1. Establish an Office of Missing and Deceased Persons to provide complete assistance 

and support to families in the denunciation, search and location of their loved ones, as 
well as in the process of identification of deceased persons. 
 

2. Adapt the legal framework for disappearances, declarations of absence and death to 
the transnational reality of migrations, making it easier for families to resolve daily 
issues that may be experienced in cases of missing persons. 
 

3. Create and adjust the protocols, tools and resources of the Institutes of Medicine and 
Forensic ensuring the same treatment and performance in the processes of identification 
of the deceased, in order to guarantee the location of their relatives and the right to know 
the truth, regardless of the place where the body is found. 
 

4. Establish a specific protocol for the DNA bank that, in coordination and cooperation 
with the countries of origin, ensures the search, location and identification of persons who 
have died at the Southern Border and guarantees the matching of the sample with that of 
their relatives. 
 

5. Provide training on specific aspects of migratory realities and the needs of the 
families of missing and deceased persons to civil servants and employees of the public 
administration and other entities involved in these processes. 
 

6. Establish agreements with the countries of origin and transit to ensure the situation 
and the rights of the deceased and missing persons and their families, in the application of 
all necessary measures to accompany and support them in these circumstances.  
 

7. To assume and to establish the channels relating to the acquired commitments 
deriving from international pacts and international agreements that guarantee the 
right to save life. 
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