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Migratory Review 2022 
 

Introduction  
 
The migratory review1 for the year of 2022 is marked by one 
of the most cruel events that has occurred at our borders . 
The massacre at the Barrio Chino border , between Melilla 
and Nador, shows us the fruits of a cruel, inhuman migration 
policy, based on ignominious agreements between Spain 
and Morocco to control migration. In practice, that means 
Morocco has been subcontracted to prevent, at any cost, 
people from Western Africa from entering Spain, including, 
as in the case of Melilla, those coming from countries with 
active conflict, such as Sudan. 
 
These agreements are the cause of the decreased arrivals of 
people into Spain in the year 2022, compared to previous 
years. However, while they reduced the number of people 
who were able to reach the Spanish shores, according to 
APDHA annual monitoring, 2022 had the second highest 

 
1 https://www.apdha.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Balance-Migratorio-
Frontera-Sur-2022-web.pdf 

number of people who died or disappeared while trying to 
reach our country. 
 
At least 1,901 have lost their lives on the migratory routes 
to Spain in 2022, while 34,537 arrived alive. This increase in 
the number of deaths and disappearances is explained, once 
again, by the agreements with Morocco, which direct the 
migratory flows towards  the longest and most complex 
routes, leading to the deaths of more people. 
 
One more example of  the price we pay as a society, both 
economically and as human beings, for cruel and restrictive 
migration policies. The policies have adopted as dogma the 
closure of borders, the fences getting taller, the routes 
getting more dangerous. Faced with this dogma, we must 
propose alternatives for the implementation of safe legal 
routes, the elimination of the racist practice of the alleged 
sealing of the borders (in one direction, and of course, only 
for human beings), the introduction of mechanisms to 
facilitate migration and, of course, to demand respect for 
human rights in the countries of transit and origin. The 
borders must not be a space where human rights are 
suspended. The management of the borders must be done 
with scrupulous respect for them. 
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European Border Control: 
maintain Frontex and 
consolidate racist and 
xenophobic practices. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
To analyse the data collected by APDHA in 2022 on the 
southern border of Spain , it is helpful to contextualise it 
with respect to the arrivals of migrants across the entire 
southern border of Europe . 
 
On the South Eastern or Greek border the number of arrivals 
has multiplied by 5 in relation to 2021 . But the total figures 
show most people arrived in Europe irregularly in 2022 
through the south central Europe or Italian border,  a 35% 
increase from 2021, exceeding 104,000 people. 
 

 
 
 
Despite the 38% increase in arrivals when compared to 2021, 
according to data from UNHCR, Frontex and the Italian 
Ministry of the Interior, the figures are far from reaching 
those in 2015 when, fleeing the war in Syria and faced with 
the impossibility of doing so through safe and legal means, 
1,039,332 people entered European territory through 
Greece or Italy. However, what continues are the 
fearmongering, xenophobic and racist practices and 
discourse, despite the decrease in arrivals by more than 83% 
in the past eight years, as can be seen in this graph. 
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This decrease has much to do with the ignominious 
agreements with Turkey in 2017, with the allocation of 6,00 
million euro by the EU. Another factor which has impacted 
the situation has been increased deployment of the 
European Border Control Agency (FRONTEX), which has 
been investigated by the European Anti-Fraud Office in 
2022. This investigation determined that FRONTEX 
committed grave human rights violations and pushbacks 
(hot returns) in the Aegean2. The European Parliament 
refused to approve the Agency's budget management in 
2020 given the seriousness of the irregularities3. In spite of 

 
2 https://www.lavanguardia.com/vida/20220728/8437023/informe-dice-frontex-
financio-devoluciones-caliente-spiegel.html 
 

this, Frontex continues to be the predominant operation 
deployed by the European Union for border control , mostly 
in the Mediterranean , but also, to a lesser extent, in the 
Atlantic. 
On the other hand, and no less important, are the continued 
bureaucratic labyrinths and impediments to humanitarian 
rescue action, by the Italian government. Previously, under 
the orders of Matteo Salvini. Now, under the presidency of 
the far-right Giorgia Meloni. 
 

Spain and the control of the 
south-western border : from 
Europe's experimental 
laboratory to the consolidation 
of repressive practices and 
human rights violations. 

 
Since 2006 when the southern border of Spain received the 
highest number of people in it´s history , most of them by 
the Canaries route, the practices of the Governments of the 
Spanish state have gone from being an experimental 
laboratory for European policies to consolidate themselves 
as a model for the control of migrations from the African 
continent. 

3 https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/es/press-room/20221014IPR43210/el-
parlamento-rechaza-aprobar-la-gestion-presupuestaria-de-frontex-en-2020 
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The decrease in arrivals of people through the different 
Spanish land and sea routes has not been achieved through 
welcoming policies with respect for human rights, or with 
structural changes in development cooperation policies on 
the African continent. That a country such as ours, with 47 
million inhabitants, being the fourth strongest European 
economic power, continues to place the media focus on the 
irregular arrival of 34,537 people, shows that reception in 
situations of emergency depends on political will, and it has 
been more than demonstrated that it is possible. This was 
demonstrated by the commendable reception of 164,000 
people from Ukraine, who have been provided with legal and 
safe pathways for temporary protection in our country in the 
last year. 

 
 

 
Neither is this “fall” thanks to the non-existent (because it is 
abstract) fight against the supposed mafias which smuggle 
people, or against human trafficking. In reality, as we said 
before, it has been achieved by outsourcing border control 
to Morocco -as the EU did with Turkey in exchange for 6,600 
million euros, and Italy with Libya, in 2016-, without there 
having been a clear commitment to respect the rights of 
people on the move. 
 

 
If we include the entries in Ceuta in May 2021, in 2022, 
according to our monitoring, there has been a 39.24% 
decrease in the total number of arrivals at the southern 
border, both by land and sea. This decrease has not been 
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caused by the development of cooperation policies that 
guarantee compliance with human rights between Spain and 
Morocco. Quite the contrary. The control of the land and 
maritime borders by  Morocco  solicits Spanish acceptance of 
the occupation of the Sahara by Morocco, as well as 
negotiations of the limits of territorial waters, fishing and 
agriculture agreements or the delimitation of the SAR 
(search and rescue)4 zone. 
 
This decrease has in reality, been achieved through the 
Moroccan government´s increased repression of people 
originating from West Africa in the north of the country, 
which has reached unprecedented levels. The violence that 
is exercised in the north of the neighbouring country (raids 
on homes and in the forests, prohibition of taking buses in 
the north of the country, arbitrary arrests and transfers to 
the south of people of a certain ethnic profile5, as 
denounced by the Moroccan Association of Human Rights, 
AMDH Nador) has resulted in the diversion of migratory 
flows towards the most dangerous maritime routes, 
specifically, that of the Canary Islands, which has been the 
most used and the deadliest. 
 
Specifically almost 50 people per day access the Canaries 
route. 
 
 

 
4 https://elpais.com/politica/2019/03/26/actualidad/1553613053_040695.html 
5 https://www.lavanguardia.com/vida/20220416/8201804/ong-denuncia-arrestos-traslados-
masivos-subsaharianos-marruecos.html 
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The 2019 agreements for the allocation of 40 million euro6, 
added to the other 140 provided by the EU, a Budget 
designated to infrastructure, police and arms to curb 
irregular migration using repression. It is absolutely 
contradictory and incomprehensible, considering only 4% of 
people who migrate to our country pass through the 
Southern border 
 
 
 

 
 

 
6 https://www.elmundo.es/espana/2019/08/12/5d5059cffdddff22768b4640.html  

 
 

Every day 17 people reach the 
Southern border by the Levante 
route. 

 
1,165 more people than in 2021 have taken the Levante 
route, covering the coasts of the Balearic Islands, Murcia and 
Alicante. In the APDHA we have received in increased 
number of alerts since 2020, for the arrival of people mostly 
coming from Algeria. 
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Nationality, sex/gender: the 
data the Ministry of the Interior 
keeps invisible so as not to 
“compromise” international 
relations 

 
The impossibility of obtaining data sorted by nationality or 
origin, or by sex and gender  on the part of the Ministry for 
the Interior and the Government sub delegations continues 
to generate great difficulty when it comes to contrasting the 
information to analyse data about migratory flows. Given 
the constant requests for information that we have made 
from the APDHA, the administration's refusal has been 
justified on the absurd excuse that providing this data could 
compromise Spain's international relations. 
 
Most people that arrive in the coasts of the peninsula or 
Balearics are of North African origin. Contrarily, people of 
west African origin are the majority on the Canaries route. 
Although Morocco and Algeria take drastic measures to 
prevent the migration of people from SubSaharan countries 
to Europe, The reality is that , faced with a steadily 
deteriorating social and political climate, they fail to 
prevent their own citizens from using irregular migration to 
escape situations of extreme poverty and repression. 
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The migration of women remains significantly less common 
than that of men, but they´re a growing symptom of the 
recurrent inequality and violence within migration 
processes. The number of arrivals of women to the southern 
border territory of Spain has remained at the same level 
over the past 5 years – around 10%-   

 
In the APDHA we maintain a firm commitment to 
questioning the hegemonic discourse and establishing 
within the discursive framework the difference between 
people smuggling and human trafficking, with the objective 
of de-homogenising profiles, providing adequate 
intervention and protection measures that do not 
revictimize women and, of course, which respect the 
capacity for agency and survival strategies in unfavourable 
contexts, owing to migration policies. 
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PEOPLE SMUGGLING HUMAN TRAFFICKING 

Volountary contact Coercion 

Facilitating the irregular 
entry of a person in 
exchange for an economic 
benefit 

Purpose of exploitation: labor, sexual, 
slavery, servitude or organ harvesting 

Transnational Transnational or not  

Consent No consent  

Termination of the 
relationship once at the 
destination  

Persists after “arrival” 
 

CRIME AGAINST THE 
STATE  
art. 318 bis CP 

CRIME AGAINST THE DIGNITY AND 
HUMAN RIGHT SOF THE INDIVIDUAL 
art. 177 bis CP. 

 
Women who, we insist serve as an instrument and 
justification for the discourse on institutional rescue. But 
those for whom there is not even a minute's silence, because 
they are not considered victims of the sexist violence that is 
also exercised by the States. 
 
 
 
 

Alarming figures, invisible 
people: during 2022 at least 5 
people have died every day. 
14,109 people since 1988. 

 
The year 2022 had the highest number of deceased and 
missing persons in recorded history on the southern border 
of Spain (since 1988) , according to the APDHA data registry. 
1901 people lost their lives in 2022 on the different routes, 
as a result of deadly European migration policies that 
systematically violate human rights. 
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We do not see tragedies that come close to these 
tremendous numbers of people who lose their lives in the 
migratory process. Neither in the data related to the victims 
of terrorism or gender violence, nor traffic accidents. 
People, and not numbers,  made invisible by a political 
system – no matter what colour or ideology it governs – that 
never prioritizes the right to life, above the administrative 
situation. 
 

 
 
1,901 people lost their lives or disappeared at the Spanish 
southern border in 2022. 6% of those 1,901 were women. If 
we compare the number of people who disappeared or died 

during 2021 -2,126-, with the number of people who arrived 
in that year -56,833 counting the entries in Ceuta in May-, 
and we make the same comparison during 2022, we verify 
that despite the 26% drop in migrant arrivals, the 
percentage of people who have lost their lives is higher than 
last year. 
 

 
 
 
Just as the El Tarajal tragedy in 2014 marked a before and 
after, so has the massacre of June 24, 2022: 23 people, 
according to official data, and at least 73 people, according 
to the Moroccan Association of Human Rights in Nador, lost 
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their lives at the border crossing of El Barrio Chino in 
Melilla.7 
 
A particularly defining milestone in the consequences of the 
agreements between the Spanish State and Morocco: the 
unlimited increase in violence, both by the Moroccan 
Gendarmerie and by the State Security Forces and Corps to 
prohibit access to the autonomous city. 
 

At least three people per day 
lose their lives on the Canaries 
route. 

 
 
The Canaries continues to be the most deadly route, 
followed by the Alboran sea and Levante. One route, via the 
canaries, owing to the height8 of of the borders on the 
African continent, has caused thousands of people – 1.330, 
in 2022- to lose their lives due to the duration of the journey 
and the use of precarious boats, caused among other issues, 
by the prohibition in Morocco of buying boats and controls, 
making it impossible to access by the route of the Strait. 
 

 
7 https://youtu.be/Q_J502iAcTc 
8 https://blogs.publico.es/conmde/2020/04/08/confinamiento-frontera-vertical/ 

 
 

Black Lives Matter. 
 
The origin country of people who have died or dissappeared 
also reveals important information; across the southern 
border more people of Maghrebi origin arrive, however 
more than half of those who die or dissappear are people 
originating from West African countries, without forgetting 
the deaths of that invaluable little more than 1% of people 
from Syria or Yemen, who not only lose their lives during the 
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war in their countries, but also while trying to reach a Europe 
which presumes, but does not comply with human rights  

 

 
 
Maybe it is because they are of a certain ethnic profile, or 
because they come from impoverished countries, but for our 
neighbours on the African continent who wish to reach our 
coasts, the government dedicates the majority of the 
human, material, and monetary resources to migration 
policies and as much cruelty as is necessary to prevent their 
arrival, contrary to what happens with other European 
countries, such as Ukraine. 
 
This is called institutional racism. And it is demonstrated 
without a doubt by the fact that this government does not 
hesitate to implement ignominious agreements with 
horrible governments, such as that of king Mohamed VI, 

even in exchange for selling out our friendship and solidarity 
with the Sahrawi people. 
 
The APDHA Migratory Review 2022 shows us once again the 
suffering and genocide the Spanish Government has caused 
with it´s policies. And for that reason, it challenges us to 
continue to demand that the management of the borders 
can not be outside the scope of respect for human rights. 
 
We know it is possible, that it is feasible to consider safe and 
legal pathways for migration. Above all because it is more 
democratic and more humane. 
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